
TABLE 12.  Doctorate recipients, by sex and broad field of study: Selected years, 1979–2009

Field of study and sex Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

All fieldsa 31,238 100.0   31,334 100.0   34,325 100.0   40,885 100.0   40,926 100.0   42,116 100.0   49,528 100.0
Male 22,301 71.4   20,636 65.9   21,812 63.5   25,061 61.3   23,438 57.3   22,964 54.5   26,338 53.2
Female 8,937 28.6   10,698 34.1   12,513 36.5   15,824 38.7   17,488 42.7   19,152 45.5   23,190 46.8

Life sciencesb 5,276 100.0   5,803 100.0   6,411 100.0   7,770 100.0   8,174 100.0   8,815 100.0   11,392 100.0
Male 3,998 75.8   4,001 68.9   3,966 61.9   4,525 58.2   4,530 55.4   4,452 50.5   5,180 45.5
Female 1,278 24.2   1,802 31.1   2,445 38.1   3,245 41.8   3,644 44.6   4,363 49.5   6,212 54.5

Physical sciencesc 4,245 100.0   4,407 100.0   5,387 100.0   6,729 100.0   6,196 100.0   6,044 100.0   8,318 100.0
Male 3,756 88.5   3,759 85.3   4,378 81.3   5,368 79.8   4,752 76.7   4,438 73.4   5,868 70.5
Female 489 11.5   648 14.7   1,009 18.7   1,361 20.2   1,444 23.3   1,606 26.6   2,450 29.5

Social sciencesd 6,117 100.0   6,087 100.0   6,149 100.0   6,808 100.0   7,267 100.0   7,043 100.0   7,834 100.0
Male 4,047 66.2   3,580 58.8   3,347 54.4   3,404 50.0   3,292 45.3   3,143 44.6   3,259 41.6
Female 2,070 33.8   2,507 41.2   2,802 45.6   3,404 50.0   3,975 54.7   3,900 55.4   4,575 58.4

Engineering 2,491 100.0   2,912 100.0   4,542 100.0   5,787 100.0   5,294 100.0   5,777 100.0   7,629 100.0
Male 2,429 97.5   2,761 94.8   4,167 91.7   5,152 89.0   4,505 85.1   4,756 82.3   6,006 78.7
Female 62 2.5   151 5.2   375 8.3   635 11.0   789 14.9   1,021 17.7   1,623 21.3

Education 7,384 100.0   6,808 100.0   6,280 100.0   6,702 100.0   6,536 100.0   6,632 100.0   6,530 100.0
Male 4,276 57.9   3,337 49.0   2,670 42.5   2,612 39.0   2,338 35.8   2,263 34.1   2,160 33.1
Female 3,108 42.1   3,471 51.0   3,610 57.5   4,090 61.0   4,198 64.2   4,369 65.9   4,370 66.9

20091979 1984 1989 1994 1999 2004

Humanities 3,985 100.0   3,376 100.0   3,364 100.0   4,510 100.0   5,182 100.0   5,209 100.0   4,898 100.0
Male 2,471 62.0   1,869 55.4   1,857 55.2   2,381 52.8   2,677 51.7   2,516 48.3   2,358 48.1
Female 1,514 38.0   1,507 44.6   1,507 44.8   2,129 47.2   2,505 48.3   2,693 51.7   2,540 51.9

Other non-S&E fields 1,740 100.0   1,941 100.0   2,192 100.0   2,579 100.0   2,277 100.0   2,596 100.0   2,927 100.0
Male 1,324 76.1   1,329 68.5   1,427 65.1   1,619 62.8   1,344 59.0   1,396 53.8   1,507 51.5
Female 416 23.9   612 31.5   765 34.9   960 37.2   933 41.0   1,200 46.2   1,420 48.5

a Group totals exclude individuals for whom sex was not reported; 148 in 1994, 172 in 1999, 2 in 2004, and 34 in 2009.
b Includes agricultural sciences/natural resources, biological/biomedical sciences, and health sciences.
c Includes mathematics and computer and information sciences.
d Includes psychology.

SOURCE:  NSF/NIH/USED/USDA/NEH/NASA, 2009 Survey of Earned Doctorates.


